
Joseph: From Prison to 
Palace



Agenda
Please post questions in chat throughout the teaching
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Divine Reversal 
Teaching 

30 minutes

Question and 
Answer Time

15 minutes

Personal Application: 
Break-Out Groups

10 minutes

Wrap-Up 

5 minutes 



The promise of 
Divine Reversal 

provides hope to 
anchor us and joy 
to strengthen us 

in our current 
trial

• To grant [consolation and joy] to those who 
mourn in Zion—to give them an ornament (a 
garland or diadem) of: 

• beauty instead of ashes, 

• the oil of joy instead of mourning, 

• the garment [expressive] of praise instead of a 
heavy, burdened, and failing spirit—

that they may be called oaks of righteousness 
[lofty, strong, and magnificent, distinguished for 
uprightness, justice, and right standing with 
God], the planting of the Lord, that He may be 
glorified.

Isaiah 61: 3 AMPC
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The Importance of the Story of Joseph
Genesis 37-50

Moses gives Joseph more time in Genesis than any other character
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The Storyline
• Favorite son on of Jacob, who had 4 wives 

and 12 sons and one daughter
• Envied and hated by his brothers 

• Joseph had two dreams prophesying that 
his brothers and his parents would bow 
down to him 

• His brothers sell him into slavery in Egypt

• Joseph is bought by Potiphar, the captain of 
Pharaoh’s guard
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The Plot Thickens
• Potiphar’s wife unsuccessfully tries to seduce Joseph, 

cries rape and Potiphar has him thrown into prison

• In prison, Joseph interprets dreams for Pharaoh's 
butler and baker and asks the butler to remember 
him when he is restored to his job 

• The butler forgets Joseph for two years 
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Joseph’s Life Looks Like and Probably Feels 
Like the Tail End of Everything

• Obedient, but hated

• Honorable, but 
slandered

• Used of God, but 
forgotten



Can You 
Relate to Any 

Aspects of 
Joseph’s 
Story?

• Dysfunctional family 

• Parental favoritism

• Family hatred

• Betrayal

• Abandonment

• Slavery/imprisonment

• False accusations

• Forgotten



Where Was God 
When Joseph 
was Sold Into 

Slavery? 
Genesis 39:1-6 

• God was with Joseph
• “And the Lord was with Joseph, 

and he was a prosperous man; and 
he was in the house of his master 
the Egyptian” 

• Genesis 39: 2

• God’s blessings and favor were 
upon Joseph

• Joseph became the overseer of 
Potiphar’s house 

• God’s blessings were upon
Potiphar’s house and the field 
because of Joseph



Where Was God 
When Joseph 

was Unjustly Put 
into Prison? 

Genesis 39:21-23 

• With Joseph
• “But the Lord was with Joseph, and 

shewed him mercy, and gave him 
favour in the sight of the keeper of 
the prison” 

• Genesis 39: 21

• God made everything Joseph did
to prosper

• Joseph was put in charge of all 
the prisoners



All Things are 
Against Me

• Jacob exclaimed, “You are robbing me of 
my children! Joseph is gone! Simeon is 
gone! And now you want to take 
Benjamin, too. Everything is going 
against me!”

• Genesis 42:36



God’s TURNAROUND

• Pharaoh has two dreams that he 
cannot interpret, and the butler 
suddenly remembers Joseph

• Joseph is called to the palace, 
interprets the dreams for 
Pharaoh

• Pharaoh promotes Joseph to 2nd

in command in Egypt

• Given a wife and has two sons
• Manasseh

• Ephraim



Joseph’s Divine Reversal

• Prison 

• Sold into slavery at 17

• Stripped of coat of many colors

• Joseph was cruelly insulted by his brothers 

• Joseph’s 10 brothers thought they were killing 
Joseph’s dream by selling him into slavery 

• Affliction 

• Shame

• Palace 

• 2nd most powerful man in the known world at 
30

• Pharaoh's signet ring, fine linen, gold chain, 
chariot

• Pharaoh said, “Can we find this man’s equal, a 
man in whom is the spirit of God?” Gen. 41: 
38

• By sending Joseph to Egypt, they put him on a 
trajectory to fulfill his dreams

• Fruitfulness

• Glory



Divine Reversal Lessons 
from the Life of Joseph



God Guides 
in the Midst 
of Adversity

• In situations where it feels like you have no 
control over your destiny (e.g., slavery, 
prison, God is guiding.

• Exercise your gift where you are 

• Man’s rejection is God’s direction

• Advancement from God may not come 
quickly  



Joseph 
Chose to See 
God in 
Everything 
That 
Happened to 
Him

• Joseph is not denying evil and sin 

• Joseph forgave his brothers

• Joseph maintained the right perspective
• He told his brothers, “You sold me, but God sent 

me”

• Joseph recognized God in every aspect of his 
life 



Divine
Reversal

• Genesis 50: 

20 As for you, you meant evil against me, but iGod meant it for good, t
o bring it about that many people2 should be kept alive, as they are to
day. 21 So do not fear; jI will provide for you and your little ones.” Thus
he comforted them and spoke kindly to them.
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Live Reading of Divine 
Reversal and Author 
Question and Answer

• Wednesday, 7/15 at 7:30 p.m. EST

• I will read a passage from my book, 
Divine Reversal, and answer 
questions from the audience. 

• Join us on Facebook Live! 

• Submit your questions to the Divine 
Reversal Facebook page 
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Divine Reversal: 
Part III

• Next Sunday, 7/19/20, at 7:00 p.m. 
EST

• If there is a Divine Reversal book 
of the Bible, it’s Esther. God used 
an orphan turned queen to 
prevent the genocide of an entire 
people. 

• What an incredible turnaround! 
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